Risk assessment
	Name of activity, event, and location
	12th Harpenden Scout group – shelter building in woods 
E.g., St John’s Wood, Nomansland Woods
	Date of risk assessment
	Updated 1 March 2026

	Name of person doing this risk assessment
	Jackie Agg (GLV)

	
	
	Date of next review
	1 March 2027
	
	



	What hazard have you identified?
What are the risks from it?
	Who is at risk?
	How are the risks already controlled?
What extra controls are needed?
	What has changed that needs to be thought about and controlled?

	A hazard is something that may cause harm or damage.
The risk is the harm that may occur from the hazard.

	For example: young people,
adult volunteers, 
visitors
	Controls are ways of making the activity safer by removing or reducing the risk from it.  
For example, you may use a different piece of equipment or you might change the way you do the activity.
	Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to change what you’re doing or even stop the activity. 
This is a great place to add comments which will be used as part of the review.

	Adult: young people ratios – minimum number of adults required
	Young people
	TSA rules on adult volunteer to young people ratios followed:.  
· Cubs – 1 adult to 8 cubs, plus the leader in charge, At least one adult must hold a full appointment as an adult volunteer.
· Scouts – 1 adult to 12 scouts.  at least one adult must hold a full appointment as an adult volunteer.
At least one adult volunteer must have up to date First Response learning.
	Depending on the activities being undertaken more adults may be required to ensure the safety of all present.

	Roads and traffic: injuries from collisions between vehicles and people
	All present
	Most of the local areas we use for meetings (see below) do not involve interacting with traffic or roads.
Where they do:
· Choose a route with minimal use of roads without a footpath. 
· Brief young people on safety around roads and expected behaviour.
· Adults directly supervise crossing (one on each side of the crossing point). Use designated crossing points if possible.
· Adult volunteers at the front and back of the group wear hi-visibility jackets. For beavers and cubs, consider putting young people in hi-visibility jackets as well.
· Walk single file when on a road.
We will use either: 
· St John’s Wood - meeting opposite St John’s church
· Nomansland Common and woods – meeting at the car park on Ferrers Lane – this may involve crossing one road to get to the woods
	

	Weather: rain before and during the activity, hot weather causing heat exhaustion or sun stroke.

Excessive wind could cause branches to fall
	All present
	The Leader in charge will: 
· monitor the weather forecast in advance. If heavy rain or excessive wind is forecast, we’ll plan an alternative activity.
· check weather before the meeting starts.
Adult volunteers will:
· advise participants on suitable clothing to wear and carry (including sun protection and waterproofs). Everyone will bring a filled water bottle.
· check that everyone’s suitably equipped at the start of the meeting and have a few spare items available.
· monitor young people and return to our meeting place if it gets too hot or the weather deteriorates. 
	

	Nature of terrain, slips, trips and falls – personal injuries, sprains and strains
	All present
	Adult volunteers will:
· check the outdoor spaces and make sure that the surfaces suit the planned activities and are free of obstacles that may cause hazards. 
· advise participants on suitable footwear and check everyone’s footwear at the start. 
· encourage everyone to wear long trousers if there are concerns over foliage or ticks.
· brief young people on behaviour in the environment, including avoiding brambles, nettles, and so on.
Leader in charge will appoint first aider who will carry first aid kit.  If split into smaller groups, then each group will have a first aid kit. 
	

	Handling logs and branches
rough wood – risk of splinters or blisters from handling.
accidents – risk of young people being hit by logs/branches
	All present
	Adult volunteers will advise everyone to take care when handling wood. 
Adult volunteers to remind everyone to take care when moving logs/branches and to be aware of others around them so they don’t injure anyone. Adults to supervise activity and make sure shelters are stable before allowing young people inside.

	

	Dog poo / mud / dirty hands / litter – risk of cuts and infection
	All present
	Provide hand sanitiser and wet wipes 
Ensure hand cleaning before lunch and at end of session.

	· 

	Insects, wasps, plants and fungi - possible allergic reaction, poisoning, choking

	All present
	Adult volunteers will brief young people on insects and wasps (depending on time of year),  poisonous plants and fungi.  Remind young people not to eat anything or put fingers in mouth
Everyone to sanitise/wash hands at end of session and before eating
	

	Security: lost young people.
	All present
	Adult volunteers will 
· set clear boundaries with all present. 
· monitor young people and make sure no one wanders off.  
Where working in groups without an adult, young people will be reminded to stay with their group at all times.
Notify young people of agreed meeting point should they become separated from their group.
Adult volunteers will do regular head counts.
Have a lost child plan as follows:
· Adult volunteers to have a list of mobile phone numbers of all adults for ease of communication during search.
· If young person found to be lost, adult volunteers to carry out search for say 30 minutes then notify GLV or DLV and follow their advice on how to widen/repeat search and when to call the police.
	Beavers will generally have an adult with them at all times.
Cubs and scouts may be permitted to carry out an activity in groups, within clear boundaries, with remote supervision by leaders

	Injury or illness - minor
	
	Designated first aider for each meeting and first aid kits kept stocked.
Parents reminded to inform us of medical issues via OSM.
Where young people use inhalers or EpiPens, remind them to bring them to all meetings as appropriate.
All adult volunteers to be informed of medical issues (e.g. epi pens/inhalers).
Parents to be called and young person taken home if appropriate.
	



Never be afraid to stop an activity if it is becoming unsafe!
Don‘t forget, as part of your programme planning, you should have contingency activities in reserve just in case you can’t do what was planned or you need to stop half way through. Make sure this is shared with those involved, so everyone knows how to respond. You should have risk assessed contingency activities prior to them taking place and communicated key information to those involved as with all activities.

For more information see Staying safe and safeguarding | Scouts


